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The 2008 PCO/ITS marked the first
joint contracting conference held si-
multaneously for both PCOs and in-
terns. Held from April 21-24 in At-
lanta, GA, the 2008 symposium
proved to be a successful learning and
professional development opportunity
for both groups. Then-Acting Deputy
Assistant Secretary of the Army (Pol-
icy and Procurement)(DASA(P&P))
Dale A. Ormond encouraged PCOs
and interns to take advantage of the
unique opportunity to work together
and engage in mentoring opportuni-
ties. The 4-day symposium included
speakers, panel discussions, and work-
shop sessions, as well as three key cer-
emonies: the Secretary of the Army
Awards for Excellence in Contracting,
Senior Leadership Development Pro-
gram Graduation (SLDP), and the
PCO Warrant Ceremony (see related
article on Page 48).

Contracting Importance
The symposium’s theme, “Army Con-
tracting: A Call to Duty,” stressed the
contracting community’s importance to
the mission of the warfighter and the
commitment of contracting professionals
to perform their duties effectively, 
efficiently, responsibly, and ethically. In
the wake of The Commission on Army
Acquisition and Program Management in
Expeditionary Operations Report (more
commonly known as the Gansler 
Commission Report), contracting is un-
dergoing many changes in process, pol-
icy, and operations. Throughout the
2008 PCO/ITS, the theme of adapting
contracting to these changes and to the
changes of an Army at war was evident.
Dean G. Popps, Acting Assistant Secre-
tary of the Army for Acquisition, Logis-
tics, and Technology, encouraged the
contracting community to keep a can-do
attitude and poise throughout these

changes. “Remain flexible and very 
resilient during this time of change,”
Popps said. “And become advocates for
the acquisition community.”

Popps also stressed the significance of
the acquisition community by refer-
ring to it as fully part of the system-
of-systems for the warfighter. “The
warfighter doesn’t work; the brigades
don’t move, don’t fly, and don’t recon-
struct; and they [warfighters] don’t kill
to win unless the acquisition commu-
nity is fully integrated and fully re-
sourced and is part of the system-
of-systems,” he said.

Symposium Highlights
Throughout the symposium, PCOs 
and interns attended various breakout
sessions geared toward their respective
positions and duties. These workshops
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Then-Acting DASA(P&P) Dale A. Ormond
encouraged interns and PCOs to work together
and to engage in mentoring opportunities in the
first joint PCO/ITS. (U.S. Army photo by SPC
Lajuan Hickman, 10th PAOC.)

Jim Wright, Army Program Manager for Strategic Sourcing,
spoke to PCOs about the value of strategic sourcing and how
to implement it into Army contracting at the 2008 PCO/ITS.
(U.S. Army photo by SPC Lajuan Hickman, 10th Public Affairs
Operations Center (PAOC).)
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addressed Armywide problem solving
and the implementation of best practices.

A theme seen in several of the sympo-
sium’s presentations and events was the
reorganization of the U.S. Army Ma-
teriel Command and stand-up of the
Army Contracting Command (ACC)
and Expeditionary Contracting Com-
mand (ECC). Ormond advised the at-
tendees, “It is an incredibly exciting
time for Army contracting with the
stand-up of the ACC.” A panel presen-
tation titled “Results from the Gansler
Commission and the Way Ahead” —
whose members included GEN Leon
Salomon (USA, Ret.), Gansler Com-
mission member; COL Edwin Martin,
Army Contracting Campaign Plan
Task Force; Jeffrey Parsons, ACC; COL
Camille Nichols, ECC; and Sharon
Seibert, Deployable Civilian Contract-
ing Cadre — addressed the findings of
the Gansler Commission and what
Army contracting is doing to correct
the shortcomings found in the report.

Career development was an additional
theme apparent at the symposium. A

panel titled “Serving the People — 
Career Development” — who included
members David Duda, U.S. Army Ac-
quisition Support Center (USAASC);
Thomas Dickerson, Naval Postgradu-
ate School; Gail Foley, Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces (ICAF);
and Wade Cole, SLDP graduate —
provided information and panelists’
perspectives on career field advance-
ment. Interns also attended a work-
shop session that included personalized
career road map briefings by senior-
level civilian contracting personnel.

More specialized contracting workshops
included such topics as: Trends in Army
Audit Reports and Government Ac-
countability Office (GAO) Reports;
Lessons Learned on Recent GAO
Protests; Leaning Forward: Lean Six
Sigma Projects in Acquisition; Strategic
Sourcing [Editor’s Note: For an article on
Strategic Sourcing, see Page 54.]; Com-
petition in Contracting; Contracting for
Commercial Information Technology;
Negotiations; Army Source Selection
Manual; Contract Administration Doc-
umentation; Contract and Fiscal Law;
and Certified Cost and Pricing Data
Ethics; just to name a few. The sessions
were tweaked to reflect the different 
expertise levels of the PCO and 
intern participants.

Guest speakers provided lectures on a
wide range of topics. Speakers included
Tina Ballard, former DASA(P&P) and
Executive Director of the Committee
for purchase From People Who Are
Blind or Severely Disabled, who spoke
about the AbilityOne program; CNN
reporter Jim Clancy who spoke about
his journalistic experiences covering the
war in Iraq; and Dr. Dana Brower who
spoke on managing generational differ-
ences in the workplace.

Shay Assad, Director, Defense Procure-
ment, Acquisition Policy, and Strategic

Sourcing, sent a positive and inspiring
message for PCOs and interns on the
symposium’s closing day: “You should be
looking at this as a new dawn for the
Army. This is a pivotal time in Army
contracting. It is a remarkable time in
Army contracting … I want you to know
how important you are. I want you to
know what a great job you’re doing for
the Soldiers who are on the battlefield.”

To access the presentations from the
2008 PCO/ITS, follow these steps:

• Login to Army Knowledge Online at
www.us.army.mil.

• Using the “Search” tool function,
type in “PCO_IT Symposium Brief-
ings and Materials.”

• Select “PCO_IT Symposium Briefings
and Material” from the list of links.

• Click on “Briefings & Materials
Available Now.”
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MAJ Gregg Rupkalvis, Military Proponency
Officer for 51C, USAASC, conducted a special
contingency contracting officer presentation on
proponent updates. (U.S. Army photo by SPC
Lajuan Hickman, 10th PAOC.)

As a Gansler Commission member, GEN  Leon E.
Salomon (USA, Ret.) detailed the commission’s
findings and the elements to future success in
Army contracting. (U.S. Army photo by SPC
Lajuan Hickman, 10th PAOC.)

Gail Foley from ICAF explained the Army Civilian
Training, Education, and Development System
and, specifically, how ICAF can help in career
field advancement. (U.S. Army photo by SPC
Lajuan Hickman, 10th PAOC.)

Certified Professional Contracts Manager Phil
Salmeri discussed performance-based service
contracting with both interns and PCOs. (U.S.
Army photo by SPC Jennifer Premer, 10th PAOC.)
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