

































































Youth Wants to Know . ..
What's with Missiles?

A 16-year-old boy in New York
City has asked the U.S. Army to
help him send the family cat on a
rocket ride.

His letter, one of many received
daily at Redstone Arsenal, the head-
quarters of the U.S. Army Ordnance
Missile Command at Huntsville, Ala.,
asked that ome complete Army mis-
sile with empty mose cone be for-
warded as soon as possible.

Teenagers, both in the United
States and abroad, manifest a con-
tinuing interest in missiles and rock-
ets. Most ask for information about
Army missiles. The Army is glad to
comply.

Some of the mail addressed to Maj
Gen August Schomburg, AOMC Com-
manding General, however, asks for
items that the Army cannot supplf.

A youth in New Jersey forwarded
a diagram of a proposed missile,
adding that he was having trouble
finding some economical, safe, heavy-
duty propellant. He wondered if the
general could loan him “about a gal-
lon of rocket fuel.” Another lad asked
where he could get nitroglycerine.

A young man in Indiana addressed
a letter to the “Army Missile People”
at Redstone Arsenal, with this re-
quest: “I would like some informa-
tion om rockets and missiles if you
know anything.”

From Florida came a request to
the chief of the Army's missile pro-

am asking: “Please send me some
information on the Navy and Ma-
rines and their airplanes.”

A 10-year-old wrote asking for
missile information, adding apolo-
getically, “I asked the mayor and the
chief of police, but they don’'t seem
to know much about them.”

Then there was the youth who
sent along a jelly-like substance and
asked to have it analyzed as a pos-
sible rocket fuel. An Army demoli-
tion expert handled that one. His
report:

“That stuff could have blown the
headquarters building sky high.”

A cost-conscious young man in
Michigan asked: “Would you please
send me some FREE information on
missiles?” He got it.

Many youngsters write regularly.
A boy in California, who had received
a packet of unclassified information
and photopraphs of Army missiles,
expressed thanks and a problem in
his second letter. He said almost
everyone in his science club had re-
quested and received similar infor-
mation., He wanted “a few secret
things” to spruce up his report.

A correspondent il Texas also had
a report problem. He said: “I have
to hand in a report on missiles.
Please send a composition on white
paper typed double space.”

Lightning Beats Radar in Storm Warning System

Use of lightning flashes to predict
a storm hours before it is detected by
weather radar is the subject of a re-
search project being carried on by
the U.S. Army Signal Corps, the Air
Foree and private industry.

The system pinpoints all lightning
flashes (sferics) within a 2,000-mile
radius of a central plotting station.
Remote antennas pick up radio sig-
nals generated by the sferics. Proc-
essing equipment converts the signals
into directional data and transmits

Army Publication Planning
Issues on Navy, Air Force

The June issue of The Army In-
formation Digest, official Army
magazine will be devoted entirely to
presenting the story of the Navy and
the September issue to that of the
Air Force, in accordance with an of-
fer made to these two services by

General George E. Decker, Army
Chief of Staff.
In making his proffer, General

Decker said that he had long main-
tained ‘“that the land, sea and air
components of our national military
power are interlocking elements—
each indispensable and complemen-
tary to the others, forming an inte-
grated team. The Army's official
magazine hopes to give tangible ex-
pression to this concept in the realm
of information and ideas. , . .”

the information to the Air Forvce's
Severe Weather Warning Center in
Kansas City, Mo. After triangula-
tion at the Center, the signals are
traced on a display which gives the
storm’s location and path.

The sferics research carried on by
the two military services and Lock-
heed Electronics, of Plainfield, N.J.,
points to the use of sferies as an aid
in forecasting tornados and for plot-
ting severe storms in midocean,
where present forecasting devices
cannot be used.

2 ERDL Developers Granted
Fuel Safety Conirol Patent

Lewis D. Eckard, an employee of
the U.S. Army Engineer Research
and Development Laboratories, Fort
Belvoir, Va., and Irving S. Cassell,
a former ERDL employee, have been
granted a patent on an electrical con-
trol device designed to assure ecom-
plete safety during ignition, opera-
tion and shut-off of all types of fluid
fuel burners, including gas and liquid
fuels.

Col John H. Kerkering, Direetor of
the Laboratories, presented letters of
patent to the two men. Under terms
of the patent, the Government is per-
mitted to use the invention without
payment of a royalty. Mr. Cassell
is now with private industry.

Engineer Corps Develops Heater for Missile Systems

Designed for extensive use in mis-
sile systems is a new 150,000 BTU/
hour heater developed by the U.S.
Army Engineer Research and Devel-
opment Laboratories, Fort Belvoir, Va.

Compact, lightweight and self-sup-
porting, the unit can withstand rough
handling and usage in the field. Com-
ponents are packed in a metal hous-
ing 24 inches high, 24 inches wide
and 36 inches long. Total weight
is 300 pounds.

Smaller and lighter than present
commercial heaters, because of the

TC Employee Receives Award
Outstanding performance of his
duties during a 3-year period won for
Alexander Tedesco, Assistant Chief
of the Surface Research and Devel-
opment Division, a Sustained Super-
ior Performance Award from the
Army Chief of Transportation.
During the period covered by the
award, from August 1956 to Septem-
ber 1959, Mr. Tedesco supervised the
development, testing, and standardi-
zation of various items of Army sur-
face transportation equipment, in-
cluding off-road vehicles, amphibian
and marine eraft, and rail items.

use of special alloy metals in all eom-
ponents, the unit is powered by a
gasoline engine which develops 3 to
5.2 horsepower at a constant s
of 8,600 r.p.m. .
The unit has an instant lighting,
gasoline burning blowtorch, ignitable
at low operating femperatures even
in winds of 35 m.p.h, which is used
to preheat the engine prior to start-
ing at temperatures of —25° F. or
below. Even at —65°, only five to
seven minutes of preheating is re-
quired to start the engine,

Rodriguez Elected to Academy

In recognition of his contribution
to the engineering sciences in the
development of a subsurface water
well for glacier areas, Raul Rod-
riguez an employee of the U.S. Army
Engineer Research and Develop-
ment Laboratories, Fort Belvoir, Va.,
has been elected to membership in the
Washington Academy of Sciences.

The water supply well at Camp
Century, Greerfland, was named the
“Rodriguez Well,” in recognition of
his having devised its scheme of op-
eration. He is an employee of the
Sanitary Branch of the Laboratories,
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SATURN )
TOWER ’:‘"‘
PROGRESS

The 28-story tower for NASA's (
114-million-pound-thrust Saturn ’ )l i Al I 9,.”‘( ||s §
booster is nearing completion at [ p
Cape Canaveral, Fla., under the di- "Jl /4 '} ‘ :
rection of the Corps of Engineers, [ ,‘ "< Nl

"!

U.S. Army. . :
Being built by the Kaiser Steel WSSeecs ,.
Co., the §4 million 2,800-ton service
tower will assemble, erect and fuel
the rocket on the launch pedestal,
and propel itself on steel rails
some 600 feet to a parking place.
The tower contains ifts own
power supply, water, air condition-
ing units, elevator systems, cranes,
retractable service platforms. It
can attain speeds of 40 feet a
minute on its flat car carriages.

Five 60-ton service platforms, : .
built in halves, will completely en- . ; S FirsT sreel | o
close the rocket without damaging " IR UNLCACED
it. Inflatable rubber bumpers on
the face of the platforms permit
technicians to get within eight
inches of the rocket.

Aluminum houses aftached to
the service platform levels by the
tower’s built-in erane contain
shops, offices, fueling and elec- ‘
tronic checkout equipment. f | N i" \“
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